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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded
interviews conducted for the Oral History Program of Foundation
for Iranian Studies by Shirin Sami'i with Mehrangiz Dowlatshahi
in Paris in May 22, 1984,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it
Is a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer,
narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversa-
tional style that is inherent in such historical sources. Founda-
tion for Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Founda-
tion for Irandan Studies; and further, this memolr must be read
in such place as is made available for purposes of research by
Foundation for Iranian Studies, No reproduction of the memoir
etther in whole or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter,
photostat, or any other device.



Biographical Note

Mehrangiz Dowlatshahi was born to a prominent Qajar family
in Tehran in 1919. Following her early education in Iran,
Ms. Dowlatshahi pursued her higher education in Germany,
where she received a doctorate in Sociology. Upon her
return to Iran{¥she joined warious government. development
agenciles, and finally dedicated her full attention to

women's issues, She was a founder of the Rah-e No Societygx4pd¢ﬁ1ggaytztpan;

and was an actlve supporter of a number of land mark
women's rights legislations, such as women's franchise
and the Family Protection Law.

In 1963 she was one of the first women to be elected to
the Majles, and in the late 1970s she became Iran's first

woman ambassado®/Ms. Dowlatshahi has also participated €)<3 91 6 ,r[ﬁgfp

in numerous international conferences on women, and her
experiences have brought her into contact with prominent
statesmen, Iranian as well as non-Iranian.
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Biographical Note

Mehrangiz Dowlatshahi was born to a prominent Qajar family
in Tehran in 1919, Following her early education in Iran,
Ms. Dowlatshahi pursued her higher education in Germany,
where she received a doctorate in Sociology. Upon her
return to Iran, she joined warious government development
agencies, and finally dedicated her full attention to
women's issues. She was a founder of the Rah-e No Soclety,
and was an active supporter of a number of land mark
women's rights legislations, such as women's franchise

and the Family Protection Law,

In 1963 she was one of the first women to be elected to
the Majles, and in the late 19705 she became Iran's first
woman ambassador. Ms. Dowlatshahi has also participated
in numerocus international conferences on women, and her
experiences have brought her into contact with prominent
statesmen, Lranian as well as non-Iranian,



CONTENTS OF INTERVIEW OF
MEHRANGIZ DOWLATSHAHI

SUBJECT PAGE

Personal background; reminiscences of Tehran during childhood; 1-13
about the Hedayat family; educational background; recollections

of members of her household; attitude of her parents toward

religion

Formation of Reza Shah's court, and her father's role therein; 14-15
concerning Reza Shah's decision to prohibit veiling in Iran

Reza Shah's relations with his wives; personal memories of 15-21
Reza Shah; decision to continue her education abroad; death
of her father and its impact upon her( nggfg ) 279%
LY = el
Reza Shah's trip to Turkey and his subsequent decisions con- 22-29

cerning veiling; personal experiences with prohibition of -
veiling; her family's reaction to travelling abroad; experiences
of her first trip to Europe

Death of her father and %@r subsequent return to Tehran; her 30-43
marriage; Iran's relatlons with Germany; reminisgcences of

Germany during WW II; university days in Germany; recollections

of the bombing of Dresden

Recollections of Allied Occupatilon of Germany; her stay in 4 -47
Prague after the War

Her return to Iran after WW IT; her involvement in charity 48-50
work and women's organizations; encounters with Premier
Qavam and Mozaffar Firuz

Hizb-e Domokrat—e Iran's women's organization; her involvement 50-52
with this Party's work on women's issues confrontations
over autonomy of the nascent women's organization

Her career as a journalist; women's issues and the Tudeh Party; 53-56
collapse of Hizb-e Demokrat; women's issues and communist

movements} Hitler, National Socialism and women's issues;

origins of her own views on women's issues

Her return to Germany; her recollectilons of the staff of the 58-62
Iranian Embassy at the time; continuation of her education
in Germany

Views on German racism during the War; problems confronted 63-85
during the Wari on her own attendance of a Zoroastrian school}
memories of her mother; pursuing a career upon return to

Tehran; American training school for itomenSandirurall projects;
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experiences with rural projects; experiences of her trip to India

Her career at the Development Organization (Sazaman-e Omran); 86-92
participation in women's movements; Rah-e No Society and its
activities; the Society's activities in women's prison of Tehran

The Soclety's campaign to educate the public with regard to 93-102
civil law and women's issues; other societies and movements

concerned with women's issues; details of Rah-e No Society's
activities; her family life in lieu of her career

Involvement with international women's groups; vecollection of 103-110
trip to the Soviet Union; involvements with international
conferences on women in Europe

Creation of a federation of women's groups in Iran; concerning 110-120
Princess Ashraf's involvement with women's issues; International
Council of Women

Opinion of women's activities outside Iran; creation of Women's 121~132
Organization of Iranj Iranian women at the U.N.; participation

of Iranian women in international organizations; operational

problems of Women's Organization

Rah-e No's activities within the Women's Organization; Rah-e 132~154
No's soclal works programs; Court intrigues against Rah-e Noj

Family Protection Law; women's acquisition of right to vote,

and the campaign to acquire it

Trip to Washington to International Council of Women, and 155~161
Princess Ashraf's participation therein; participation in the

electoral process in 1963; first female deputies to the Majles;
elections to the City Council; reaction of the clerical establish-

ment to women's activities in the 1960s

Experiences with the Majles; passage of Family Protection Law 162-172
in the Majles; Senator Manuchehrian's proposals on this Law

Relations with her congtituency in Kermanshah; her miscelleneous 173-192
activities in Rah-e Noj Rah-e No's activities after the Revolution}

the 1960 International Exihibition on Women; women's issues and

the medla In Iran

Rah-e No's educational institutions; the party system and 193-202
women's issues; concerning legal reform pertaining to women's
rights
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Her ambassadorship to Denmark; dissident students in Denmark; 203-224
occupation of Iranlan Embassy by leftist students and Tehran's
reaction to it; relations between ILran and Denmark; political

issues and international Women's Council

Concerning the Shah's marriage to Queen Farah; interviewse's 225-243
opinion of Queen Farah; views on Hoveyda, Sharif-Emami;
Farrokhru Parsa, Amuzegar, Mahnaz Afkhami, and Princess Ashraf
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Afkhami, Mahnaz,
Afshar, Amir Aslan,
Ahi, Mehri,

Ahmadi, Sadeq,

Ala', Hosein,
Ala'ossoltan Fasa, Colonel,
Alam, Amir Asadollah,
Amid,

Amirani,

Amnesty International,
Amuzedgar , Jamshid,

Ansari,

Ansari, Hushang,

anushiravan badagar Highschool,
Anushiravani, Soleyman,

Aram, Abbas,

Ardalan, “Ali-Qoli Khan,
Ariyan, Qamar,

Arsanjani, Hasan,

Asfiya, Safi,

Ashtiyani, Javad,

Assar, Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad
Kazem,

Assar, Nasir,

Ayadi, General Karim,
Azizi, General Amir,
A’ lam, Iran,
Bacgcheban,

Behbahani, Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad
Musavi,

Bijan, "Atefeh,
Birjandi, Amir,

Borujerdi, ayatollah Seyyed Mohammnad
Hosein,

Bozorgniya, Sadri,

Confederation of Iranian Students (CIS),

Davachi,

Democratic Party of Iran,
Demokrat-e Iran Newspaper,
Diba, Esfandiyar,

Diba, Farideh,

Diba, Hamideh,

Diba, Mazemoddowleh,
Doolittle, Jane,
Dowlatabadi, Sedigeh,
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Dowlatdad, ' Esmatolmoluk,
Dowlatshahi Family,

Dowlatshahi, Mohammad ‘Ali Mirza
(Meshkatdowleh),

Dowlatshahi, ‘Abbas Mirza,
Ebtehaj-Sami’ i, Nayerreh,
Elizabeth II, Queen of England,
Entezam, "Abdollah,

Egbal, Manuchehr,

Eshqi,

Ettela' at Newspaper,

Events of 1963-64,
Fada'iyan-e Eslam,
Fakhrara'i, Nahid,

Farah Pahlavi Charity Organization,
Faramarzi, " Abdol-Rahman,
Farhad,

Farmanfarmaiyan, Jabbareh,
Farmanfarmaiyan, Mehrmah,
Farmanfarmaiyan, Sattareh,
Ferdows, Shahab,

Firuz, Maryam,

Firuz, Mozaffar,

Firuz, Nosratdowleh,

Firuz, Safiyyeh,

Fowziyyeh Pahlavi Charity Society,
Ghandi, Indira,

Haj Baha'eddin,

Hamzavi, Amir Monazzam,
Hamzavi, Javad,

Hamzavi, Lusa,

Hedayat, Akhtarmoluk,
Hedayat, General "Abdollah,
Hedayat, Mahmud,

Hedayat, Sadeq,

Hekmat, Malekeh Afkham,
Hekmat, Parichehr,

Hekmat, Sardar Fakher,
Hekmat, ‘Ali Asghar,
Hevdah-e Dey Society,
Hoveyda, Adib,

Hoveyda, Amir ‘Abbas,
Hoveyda, Fereydun,
International Council of Women,

Iran Novin Party,

Iranpur, General,

Jam® iyyat-~e Rah-e No,
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Jazayeri, Mohamoad Kazem,
Junkier,

Kaviyani, Reza,

Keyhan Hewspaper,
Khal'atbari, “Abbas “Ali,
Khanlari, Parvin,
Khanlari, Parviz Natel,
Khomeini, Ayatollah Seyyed Ruhollah,
Khonsari, Parviz,
Khosravani, “Ataollah,
Logman-adham, Hosein,
Mahdavi, Shirin,

Makki, Hosein,

Mansur, Hasan "Ali,
Mansur, Homa,
Manuchehriyan, Mehrangiz,
Mardom Party,

Mas'udi, ‘Abbas,
Matin-Daftari, Ahmad,
Minu'i, Fatemeh,

Mosahab, Shamsolmoluk,
Mo®addabolmolk, Rishard Khan,
Mo arefi, General,

Mo azzami, Abdollah,
Nabil, Fazlollah,

Nafisi, Nezhat,
Nahavandi, Hushang,
Naragi, Ehsan,

Naraqi, Mirza Mohamuad,
Naser, Qamar,

Nasr, Mohsen,

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein,
Nasr, Zia-Ashraf,
Nazemoddowleh,

Negabat,

Nur Afshar,

Nur-Afshar,

Orishan, Louise,

Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza Shah,

Pahlavi, Princess ashraf,

Pahlavi, Princess Fatemeh,

Pahlavi, Queen Farah,
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89,159

153
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52
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Pahlavi, Queen Soraya,
Pahlavi, Queen Tajolmoluk,
Pahlavi, Queen Turan,
Pahlavi, Queen Esmatomoluk,
Pahlavi, Reza Shah,
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